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When you begin writing a book, you may find yourself asking: How long does it need to be? The 

answer to this question varies depending on genre—and even sometimes the agent! It’s important 

to do your own research regarding how long your manuscript should be prior to submitting to an 

agent or self-publishing. But the below information serves as a good jumping off point for your first 

manuscript. 

 

Remember: These counts are NOT what you need to go for when completing your first draft. These 

counts apply to your final draft only. Let’s go!

Short Story
• Anything between 500 words and 10,000 is considered a “short story.” If you’re writing for a 

short story competition, be sure to check what word length they require.

Novella
• This is a work between about 10,001 and 40,000 words. Perfect for “between the full-length 

books” or for a first-time author getting their toes wet. 

 

• A novella doesn’t comply with NaNoWriMo’s 50,000 requirements so keep that in mind if you do 

the competition in November. 

Novel

• A minimum of 50,000 is often the requirement of a novel. 

 

• Most agents won’t accept a manuscript of this length unless it’s specific to a genre—for most 

genres, it’s too short. 
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Science Fiction/Fantasy

• Your audience generally likes longer books. This category has a lot of “series” going for it. 

 

 • About 85,000-150,000 is where you want to be per book. Longer? Consider splitting it into two 

or three books.

Romance
• There are a lot of subcategories to romance that specify their own word counts. Pay attention to 

these if you’re submitting to an agency. 

 

• 50,000-100,000 tends to be a safe bet in most cases. 

Crime/Mystery/Thriller
• These books need to have a lot of hooks—so more words are key. 

 

• Publishers tend to expect 75,000-90,000 in this genre. 

 

• Pace should be engaging—don’t bog your reader down with too many words. 

Adult Fiction

• 80,000-100,000 is considered typical. If you’re close—75,000—that’s still considered 

acceptable in most circles. 

 

• Don’t exceed 100,000. The more words, the more expensive a book is to produce. That goes for 

traditional and self-publishing.

YA

• About 50,000-80,000 words is the sweet spot. Depending on your genre within the genre, there 

may be more specific word counts with which you must comply.
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Historical Fiction

• Try to hit about 100,000 words here.

Non Fiction
• Another category where genre within the genre is important. 

 

• Many agents don’t require a completed manuscript for you to pitch your idea. 

 

• If you’re going to write a manuscript before pitching, aim for at least 50,000 words. Be prepared 

to elongate or shorten based on an agent. 

 

• If you’re self-publishing, 50,000-75,000 is a good sweet spot. 


